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We’ve had an encouraging first year at the Blackburn Centre for All Saints with the first cohort of Readers completing their first year of Reader training here. This year we will be training two year groups on a Tuesday evening with Readers in training, Ordinands and auditors all working alongside each other. This year we will be studying the following modules:
· Introduction to Christian Worship (September-November 2017)
· Introduction Preaching (November-December 2017)
· Introduction to the New Testament (September-December 2017)
· Introduction to the Old Testament (January-April 2018)
· Mission and Evangelism (January-April 2018)
If you are interested in auditing any of these modules, please contact Rosie Strachan.
It has been encouraging to see how those auditing the modules have been supported in exploring their vocation through their relationships with others training for authorised ministry, with three auditors going on to be accepted for further training in authorised ministry. 
Reader training includes seven Reader Days throughout the year where students study Doctrine, History, and Pastoral Theology as well as a lot of context-based learning. Whilst on placement, students experience and contribute to their home parish, an alternative parish and also at least one other sector ministry, for example, chaplaincy. The key facet is that in aspects of their formation, which includes personal and spiritual development, Readers are trained to be able to offer an unique perspective on their context so that they can take part in mission and ministry in today’s church.
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